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About the Contributors 
 
 
Raul Mendes Fernandes Jr. is Vice-Rector at the University Amilcar Cabral in 
Bissau, Guinea Bissau and was a Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence at Kennesaw 
State University during the Year of the Portuguese Speaking World (2015-2016) 
at Kennesaw State University. He is also a Senior Researcher at the National 
Institute for Research and Studies in Bissau, Guinea-Bissau, and an Assistant 
Professor in Social Sciences Research Methodology at Colinas de Boé University 
in Bissau, Guinea-Bissau. (ramefes@gmail.com) 
 
Jamile Forcelini is a doctoral candidate in Spanish Applied Linguistics from the 
Florida State University. She has been teaching for over 15 years and currently 
teaches Spanish and Portuguese. Her research investigates bilingual and trilingual 
lexical processes of typological similar languages, the nature of trilingualism and 
multilingualism. Email: jforcelini@fsu.edu  
 
Shaikh M. Ghazanfar is Professor-Emeritus (Economics), 1968-2008; Dept. 
Chair, 1993-2002; Founding-Director, International Studies Program, 1988-1993; 
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. With diverse scholarly interests, he is the 
author of four books (latest: Islamic Civilization: History, Contributions, 
Influence, Scarecrow Press/Rowman-Littlefield, Lanham, Md., 2006); 160+ 
refereed articles/professional papers (Development, Public Finance/Taxation, 
Economic Thought, Islam-West Civilizational Links); and contributed as co-
editor/advisor/author to several encyclopedic works and professional journals. 
 
Heather Jordan served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Nampula Province, 
Mozambique from 2003 to 2005. She later earned her MPH from Tulane and 
worked in Angola from 2010 to 2012. She currently works for the Vanderbilt 
Institute for Global Health, supporting an HIV treatment project in Zambézia 
Province, Mozambique. 
 
Kezia Lartey is a PhD student in the International Conflict Management program 
at Kennesaw State University. She graduated from the Kofi Annan International 
Peacekeeping Training Center in 2012 with a Master of Arts degree in Conflict, 
Peace and Security. (klartey@kennesaw.edu) 
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Brandon D. Lundy is Associate Director of the PhD program in International 
Conflict Management and Associate Professor of Anthropology at Kennesaw 
State University. (blundy@kennesaw.edu)  
 
Dan Paracka is Professor of Education in the Interdisciplinary Studies 
Department at Kennesaw State University, where he also coordinates the signature 
Annual Country Study Program for the Division of Global Affairs. His areas of 
scholarship center on processes of global learning and intercultural competency.  
 
M. Margarida Pereira-Müller travelled as a child throughout Portugal’s African 
colonies and received many profound influences through this experience. After a 
degree in English-American-German Studies from the University of Lisbon, she 
went to Germany for a post-graduation course, having worked as a Portuguese 
teacher at different universities and technical high schools. She returned to 
Portugal, where she now works as a translator and writer. She has over two dozen 
published books, primarily in the area of tales and legends and gastronomy, and 
more than four dozens of translations published. 
 
Cristina Udelsmann Rodrigues specializes in African Studies and is currently a 
Senior Researcher at the Nordic Africa Institute in Sweden. She has coordinated 
and participated in a number of research projects and has several publications. 
Main research areas are urban anthropology and sociology, focusing on the 
Portuguese speaking African countries, particularly Angola. 
 
Paul B. Spooner, CFA, MBA is a specialist in finance in East Asia. He has held 
senior positions at Deloitte in Beijing, ABN Amro Bank in Singapore, and 
Barclays Bank in New York. In 2014 he was a Visiting Fellow at Yale University 
at the Council on East Asia Studies and is now a Visiting Assistant Professor at 
the Macau University of Science & Technology. He holds a Ph.D. in Modern 
Chinese History from the University of Hong Kong.  
 
Barbara von Barghahn is Professor of Art History at George Washington 
University. In 1993 President Mario Soares of Portugal conferred on her the status 
of O Grão Comendador (Knight Commander) of the Order of Prince Henry the 
Navigator. She is also the recent recipient of a publishing grant from Lisbon’s 
prestigious Instituto de Camões.  
 
